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The major part of Germany's foreign trade is with other European
states. These nations receive 74 per cent of the exports and supply some
53 per cent of the imports of the country. The adjoining states receive
a considerable proportion of this trade. Thus eight of the first ten
states to which the country exports lie immediately surrounding it and
are reached by rail or inland waterways. The United Kingdom, the
most important market for German goods, is easily accessible across
the narrow sea. The United States is the only country in the first ten
which lies outside of Europe. Imports are more widely distributed in
their origin. Such non-European areas as the United States, India, the
Argentine and China have to be drawn upon to supply needed foods
and industrial raw materials. Nevertheless, seven of the first ten coun-
tries which supply imports are located within Europe, and five of
these adjoin German territory. It is thus evident that railways and in-
land waterways carry an important proportion of the foreign trade
of the country,
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ORIGINS OF GERMAN IMPORTS

(percentage of total)
(U. S. Department of Commerce)

Country
	1913
	Average 1926-1930
	1931

United States
	ICQ
	I i   2
	II 8

United Kingdom .     ...
	8 I
	6 *
	6 7

Argentina ..............
	4.6
	6.0
	3 *

The Netherlands .........
	3.1
	5.2
	5 '7

France. ...                    .   .
	5  4.
	4. Q
	^ i

British India     ......
	^  O
	4..J.
	4.2

Czechoslovakia   .........
	
	3.7
	3.6

B elgium - Luxembourg
	
	V-l
	^.^

All others ...............
	57-9
	51 .9
	56.5


	
	
	

Total ..........
	100. 0
	IOO.O
	IOO.O


	
	
	

Today, just as prior to the World War, Germany is looking toward
eastern and southeastern Europe as zones for commercial expansion,
which is natural, as most of these areas produce foods and industrial
raw materials which Germany needs and offer markets for German
manufactured goods. The Danube Valley also serves as an excellent
natural route for trade with the southeast. It is thus not surprising
that Germany looks upon the Danube states and upon Poland and
Russia as her natural fields for commercial expansion. If Germany f ol-